Owen’s passion for the en- 
vironment began in year 7, 
when he learned about the 
impact of climate change in 
science and geography 
classes. Like many young 
people, he was also inspired 
by Swedish teenager Greta 
Thunberg, who was just 15 
when she made global head- 
lines when she skipped 
school to protest climate 
change outside parliament — 
leading to a global move- 
ment -in 2018. 

“Greta Thunberg is an in- 
spiring activist who has suc- 
cessfully brought together 
students from across the 
world to fight for climate ac- 
tion,” Owen says. “But I also 
believe it is important to not 
forget the work by countless 
climate activists who are in 
frontline communities 
across the world as they are 
going to feel the worst im- 
pacts of climate change.” 

Fellow Cranbrook student 
Eero Bacon runs a small re- 
cycling program called 
Wakehurst Recycling at the 
school. He has set up yellow 
bins in his homeroom for 
people to place bottles that 
he takes to a Tomra return 
and earn machine at the end 
of each term and donates the 
money to charity. 

“This company allows 
people to bring plastic or 
glass bottles and cans to the 
reverse vending machines,” 
he says. “The company can 
then repurpose and recycle 
the bottles properly, and the 
public can earn 10 cents per 
bottle that they bring.” 

In the three years since he 
started the program, Eero 
has collected more than 3000 
bottles. 

Elenor Craven, from St 
Catherine’s School Sydney 
in Waverley, is also doing 
her bit to help. The 16-year- 
old Randwick resident be- 
came aware of the issues the 
world was facing when she 
was eight or nine years old, 
watching documentaries 


such as War on Waste with 
her parents. Last year she 
won the 2021 Edstart 
Achievement Award for sus- 
tainability for her website 
Sustainabring.com, which 
rewards people for engaging 
in small actions that help the 
environment through 
things like vouchers, cou- 
pon codes and free products. 

“T launched it as I found 
people around me weren’t 
aware of the impact individ- 
uals could make on climate 
change,” she says. “I also 
found there were quite a few 


people who didn’t feel any 
incentive to help the envi- 
ronment as they either 
thought they were too insig- 
nificant to make a change, or 
they simply did not believe 
in the cause. But individual 
action often causes a ripple 
effect in the community.” 
Elenor brainstormed 
ideas for about a week before 
coming up with Sustaina- 
bring, and used self-taught 
skills in coding and web de- 
sign to bring it to fruition. 
She researched and emailed 
businesses in the environ- 
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mental space that inspired 
her, and works with brands 
including online thrift shop 
Mottainai Clothing, ethical 
fashion store Mayamiko and 
Akola, which employs 
women in Uganda to hand- 
craft jewellery with local 
and sustainable materials. 

“T promote environmental 
businesses on my website in 
exchange for rewards for my 
users,” she says. 

She also recently 
launched a subsidiary of 
Sustainabring called Sus- 
tainacase, which sells biode- 


gradable mobile 
cases. 

A group of students from 
nearby St Clare’s College 
Waverley came up with an 
innovative idea that has 
huge potential as part of a 
school project. Ezgi Ozer, 
Bella Angel Otto de Grancy, 
Bridget Fitzgerald and Zara 
Dean invented a device 
called the Capturefy — a 3D 
printed trap made of recy- 
cled plastic which sits under 
the grill of a stormwater 
drain. Small holes allow 
water to flow through, but 
not rubbish. 

“Though it started as an- 
other boring school assess- 
ment, it has turned into 
something that I am passion- 
ate about,” 15-year-old Zara 
says. “The Capturefy project 
aims to capture the un- 
wanted plastic rubbish 
which travels through the 
stormwater drain. A sift-like 
bucket sits at the drain cap- 
turing rubbish, ensuring it 
doesn’t travel through the 
pipes and into the mouths of 
sea creatures.” 

Ezgi says growing up near 
the beach led to her concern 
for the environment. 

“Going to these beaches 
growing up, I also experi- 
enced first hand the effects 


phone 


of human pollution in the 
ocean,” she says. “At school 
we also learned about the 
major issues that humans 
have caused to the environ- 
ment such as deforestation, 
global warming and the ris- 
ing sea levels.” 

Bella Angel says the stu- 
dents entered the project in 
the ClickView Aussie stu- 
dent inventions competition 
and were chosen as finalists. 

“From there we have been 
working hard on creating 
Capturefy prototypes, test- 
ing them in our community, 
and are excited for what is 
ahead with our invention,” 
she says. “I feel I have been 
passionate about caring for 
the environment from a 
very young age. I remember 
being around eight years 
old, sitting in a classroom, 
learning about plastics in 
the ocean, fossil fuel pol- 
lution, deforestation, global 
warming and climate 
change, and thinking: ‘Wow, 
this stuff is really bad, but 
there’s no way I could poss- 
ibly do anything to help.’ 

“At that age it felt as if the 
issues were far beyond 
something I could make an 
impact on. I am incredibly 
grateful that since then the 
schools I have attended, es- 
pecially St Clare’s, have 
been great in bringing 
awareness to ways students 
can help the environment in 
their daily lives as well as 
providing opportunities to 
collaborate and come up 
with their own solutions to 
environmental issues.” 

Bridget admires how 
Thunberg’s environmental 
movement has inspired 
young people around the 
world. 

“Tt’s exciting to watch how 
people’s passions enable 
them to grow, and I believe 
this is something that moti- 
vates me to want to help the 
environment in the same 
way Greta Thunberg did,” 
she says. 
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